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Purpose of Investigation

The study was instigated for the purpose of determining the extent, availability, type and physical characteristics of granites in
the Rocklin area which would be satisfactory for use in the granite industry and to establish some basis for a valuation of property
needed as right-of-way for proposed freeway construction in the area.

The work was authorized under W.O. 3QT444, III-Pla-17-A, Roc. B, Project No. 70.

General Description of Granite

Granitoid rock like that composing the Sierran batholith includes true granite and other rocks closely associated in chemical and
mineral composition. The rocks have probably been formed at depths of at least a mile below the surface. For this reason the
growth of crystal grains has been relatively slow and the rocks are generally medium to coarse grained. There are areas which
contain very coarse grained or pegmatic types in the Sierras. The Sierra granites are usually light colored, predominantly gray, with
isolated masses of darker granites. Granite consists essentially of two main minerals, feldspar and quartz, the feldspar
predominating. The accessory minerals are hornblende, mica, magnetite and sometimes other minor constituents. The combination
of light and dark minerals account for the so-called salt and pepper appearance.
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